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For Women, by Women – Romnjanca Romnjange
Roma Women in Focus

Roma Women in Central and Eastern Europe

Budapest, 7 April 2011

Background

Despite the existence of strong anti-discrimination legislation and policies to promote the inclusion of the Roma in many countries, evidence shows that discrimination against the Roma persists, notably in education, employment, health care, housing, and access to justice and public services. It has been shown that Romani women and children are particularly vulnerable to discrimination, both outside and within their communities. Cases of coercive sterilisation have been reported in different countries and denounced by some of our members.  At the political level, Romani women remain currently invisible from the debate on Roma inclusion. Some attention has been paid by the EU Fundamental Rights Agency to the specific issue of Romani women, but only related to their access to health care and self organisation; the European Parliament adopted a report in 2006 but no concrete action has been taken by the EU since then. As Roma inclusion has become a priority at the European level in the recent years, it is crucial that attention is paid to the specific situation of Romani women and that their interests and rights become part of the actions taken by decision-makers at the national and EU levels.

Objectives 
· To highlight the need to have gender and the specific needs of Roma women at the heart of the implementation of the European Roma strategy that will be announced in June 2011;
· To expose the main issues affecting Roma women and girls in Central and Eastern Europe and offer a platform for national and European decision-makers as well as Roma women's organisations to discuss them.
Organisers

European Women’s Lobby and Hungarian Women’s Lobby
In cooperation with: SZIROM, Szikszói Roma Nők Egyesülete (Association of Roma Women of Szikszó), Színes Gyöngyök Délvidéki Roma Nők Egyesülete (Coloured Beads Association of Roma Women in Southern Hungary), Közéleti Roma Nők Egyesülete (Association of Roma Women in Public Life), Romani CRISS (Romania), Federation of Kalé, Sinti and Manouche Women, Center Amalipe (Bulgaria), National Roma Centrum (FYROM), Manuse-Slovo21 (Czech Republic), Kultúrne združenie Rómov Slovenska (Szlovákia), Asociación Gitana de Mujeres Drom Kotar Mestipen (Spain)
Venue

“Kesztyűgyár” - Budapest, 8th district, Mátyás tér 15. An old glove factory building turned community centre in a rehabilitated area of Budapest, 8th district, where the largest Roma community of the city resides. 

DRAFT PROGRAMME

Wednesday 6 April 2011, 18.00-21.00
Cultural evening event: Roma Women Get to Know Party for conference participants 
(screening of the documentary film, Báriséj by Kriszta Bódis, followed by discussion)

Thursday 7 April 2011, 9.30-18.00

Public conference on Roma women in Central and Eastern Europe

Fókuszban a roma nők – Roma Women in Focus

Női szerep- európai szerepvállalás. Európai Nők és a szociális integráció. 

9.30-10.00: Welcome 

Alexandra Jachanova, European Women’s Lobby Vice-President 

Borbála Juhász, Hungarian Women’s Lobby

Rita Izsák, Hungarian Government, State Secretary for Social Inclusion

10.00-11.00: Presentation of the research by the Hungarian Women’s Lobby on Roma women in Central and Eastern Europe 

Experts: Angéla Kóczé &  Lídia Balogh

Comments: Virginia Langbakk, Director, European Institute for Gender Equality (tbc) & Viola Zentai, CEU Center for Policy Studies, Hungarian EIGE expert

Coffee break: 11:00-11.15

11.15-12.15: Education 

Facilitator: Ágnes Kende, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Child Poverty Program

· Teodora Krumova, Bulgarian Women’s Lobby and Center Amalipe, Bulgaria

· Szirom, Alliance of Roma Women of Szikszó, Hungary

· Lydia Gabcova (Kultúrne združenie Rómov Slovenska), Slovakia

Comments: Manuela Fernandez Ruiz, Asociación Gitana de Mujeres Drom Kotar Mestipen, Barcelona (tbc)
12.15-13.00: Health 

Facilitator: Lídia Balogh, MONA foundation

· Ludovica Banfi, EU Fundamental Rights Agency

· Zoltánné Kelemen, Alliance of Szines Gyöngyök Délvidéki Roma Nők , Hungary

· Sebihana Skenderovska, vice president of European Roma and Travellers Forum, National Roma Centrum (FYROM)

Comments: Lucia Presber, Federation of Kalé, Sinti and Manouche Women
13.00-13.45: lunch

13.45-14.45: Tackling violence against Romani women 

Facilitator: Györgyi Tóth, Hungarian Women’s Lobby, NANE Women's Rights Association

· Ostalinda Maya Ovalle, European Roma Rights Center

· Martina Horvathova, Manuse-Slovo21, Check Republic

· Edit Bauer, Member of the European Parliament, EP Rapporteur on trafficking in human beings, video message
· Andrzej Mirga, OSCE ODIHR

14.45-16.00: Participation in Public Life and Political representation - the European Roma strategy: challenges and opportunities. 

Facilitator: Amandine Bach, European Women’s Lobby
· Nicoleta Bitu, Romani CRISS, member of the Romanian Women’s Lobby 

· Blanka Kozma, Közéleti Roma Nők, Hungary

· Belinda Pyke, Director for Equality between Men and Women, Action against Discrimination, Civil Society in the European Commission
· Lívia Járóka, Member of the European Parliament, EP rapporteur on the European Roma strategy (tbc)

· Szilvia Lakatos, Hungarian Roma Self Government (Országos Roma Önkormányzat, ORÖ), Khetanipe Association 
· Kinga Göncz, Member of the European Parliament, EP Rapporteur on the European Roma strategy 
16.00-16.15: Coffee break 

16.15-17.30: Round Table Discussion with Roma women NGOs
Facilitator: Angéla Kóczé (Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Institute of Ethnic and Minority Studies)

17.40-18.00: Closing 

· Nicoleta Bitu, Romani CRISS , member of the Romanian Women’s Lobby 

· Zita Gurmai, Member of the European Parliament

Background documents:

· Declaration of the International Congress of Romani Women, October 2010.

· EGGSI — Expert group on gender equality, social inclusion, health and long-term care, Ethnic minority and Roma women in Europe: a case for gender equality?, April 2010, European Commission.

· Romanicriss, Are the rights of the child negotiable? The case of early marriages within Roma communities in Romania, 2010.

· European Parliament Resolution on t

 HYPERLINK "http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2006-0244+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN"
he Situation of Roma women in the EU, 2006.

· EUMC and Council of Europe, Breaking the barriers: Romani Women and Public Access to Health Care, 2003.

· Vademecum – The 10 Common Basic Principles on Roma Inclusion
· Council conclusion on advancing Roma inclusion, 07.06.2010
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