Joint Appeal to the German Federal Government

Towards a Consistent Level of
Protection Against Discrimination in Europe

Overcoming Germany’s Blocking of the
Proposed Equal Treatment Directive

* h . be c /Al
* O ' I I O p h O b I O " AM N ESTY [ Antidiskriminierungsverband
KG.D x BD INTERNATIONAL | Wb
o o ) ¥ - FUR SELBSTBESTIMMUNG UND WURDE

Aktionsbiindnis gegen Homophobie e.V.
< AWO Bundesverband e.V. Bo 'G I ‘ < V I( m o @
erband fiir kirper

SELBSTHILFE = o s BSK
Buro zur M —]
O Lebenshilfe l,uumu® 6 DaMigra | == DER PARITATISCHE CJL

leichbehandlung e.V. GESAMTVERBAND

Bundesverband
Selbsthilfe
Kdrperbehinderter e.V.

I' Deutscher
Behindertenrat

DBSVA.

Eurochild @ en@rb

HHHE
Putti il
Sehbehindertenverband e. V. o BEVISGHER the h:ga:' o;‘ ETJ'::;G European Network on Religion & Belief

=4 . <
ILGA 3255
® IGLYO i = 4
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE R ‘ s —— o
& NETZWERK ZUR UMSETZUNG DER
Lesbenberatung Bs UN-KINDERRECHTSKONVENTION
Tasbar i Sebetlonmerbarsd Berlin mess NATIONAL COALITION DEUTSCHLAND

o platform SovD Wl o ¢u

Sozialverband

Deutschland DEUTSCHLAND [ [ ] Transgender Europe TransinterQueer e v
oy Weibemetze.V.
‘ '/d ZENTRALRAT DEUTSCHER SINTI UND ROMA Bundesnetwerk
/A von FrﬁuenLesbgn
=3 und Madchen mit
Beeintrachtigung

== European network
of equality bodies

5 Antidiskriminierungsstelle
I Equmet ﬁ des Bundes



Towards a Consistent Level of Protection Against Discrimination in Europe

P rotection against discrimination is a fundamental right that is derived from the principle of equality
under both the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as well as German Basic Law. In the 1997
Amsterdam Treaty, Germany and the other member states have committed themselves and the European
Union as a whole to the principle of protecting people from discrimination based on sex, ethnic origin,
religion and belief, disability, age, and sexual orientation. The General Equal Treatment Act (AGG) ensures
these protections in labour law and civil law in Germany. But such comprehensive protections do not exist

everywhere in Europe.

For example, it is still legal in many European countries to:

. Deny people with disabilities access to premises,

. Deny gays and lesbians a hotel room,

. Refuse to rent a car to individuals due only to their age, or

o Refuse to rent an apartment to individuals due to their Muslim or Jewish faith.

Such inconsistencies in the levels of protection against discrimination should not exist in Europe. This
is important not only for people in the countries concerned, but also for inhabitants of Germany, should they
move to another EU country. It was therefore right and necessary that the European Commission presented a
draft for a new, comprehensive Equal Treatment Directive in 2008, which would extend the level of
protection against discrimination beyond employment, while also taking into account the requirements of

the UN Disability Convention, which is already binding for Germany.

As the Member State with the largest population in the European Union, Germany has a particular
responsibility. It is therefore unfortunate that the German federal government has blocked negotiations
within the Council of the EU regarding the draft directive, and has so far refused to hold a substantive debate
on this topic, which 27 out of 28 EU member states are willing to have. Germany is taking a position that is, in

light of its existing domestic laws, rationally untenable.



Towards a Consistent Level of Protection Against Discrimination in Europe

The signatories appeal to the German federal government:

. To remove its fundamental opposition to the draft directive,
. To re-enter into negotiations,
. To work together with its EU partners, the European Commission, and the European Parliament

on strong protection against discrimination in all fields of life that applies to all people across

Europe, and
. To enter into a dialogue with the signatories as soon as possible.
Berlin, 23 July 2015
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